SOCIAL WORK

Program Description

The Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) program at Colorado Mesa
University prepares students for ethical, competent, and compassionate
generalist practice with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and
communities. The BSW program is grounded in a commitment to social,
economic, and environmental justice, and emphasizes anti-oppressive
and anti-racist practice as essential to addressing systemic inequities as
well as promoting human rights.

The practice of social work requires knowledge of human development
and behavior; of social, economic, and cultural institutions, and of

the interaction of all these factors as well as skills in developing
relationships, assessing needs and services while facilitating change.
Social workers seek to strengthen relationships among people to
promote, restore, maintain, and enhance the well-being of individuals,
families, social groups, organizations, and communities.

Students majoring in social work must apply to get into the social
work program before taking any of the social work core courses. New
cohorts of up to 25 students are admitted every spring semester for
the subsequent fall semester. Once admitted, students will enroll in the
major courses in a sequential format over 4 semesters to complete the
requirements of the BSW major.

Application requirements include:

1. 60 credit hours completed in Essential Learning Requirements, Lower
Division Requirements, and Foundation Courses

2. Completion or in progress of completing SOWK 150 and SOWK 210

3. Completion or in progress of completing PSYC 150, PSYC 233, and
POLS 236

4. Aformal application
5. A personal statement essay
6. Aninterview with faculty

Further application instructions are available on the BSW website.
Students can reach out to BSW Program Director by email with any
questions about admission to the program.

To graduate with a major in social work, a student must earn, with no
more than two attempts, at least a grade of “C” in each course and
maintain a 2.50 cumulative GPA or higher in coursework in this area.
Students who graduate from a CSWE-accredited BSW program are
eligible for Advanced Standing in a majority of Master of Social Work
programs in the United States and Canada.

For more information on what you can do with this major, visit Career
Services' What to Do with a Major? resource.

All CMU baccalaureate graduates are expected to demonstrate
proficiency in specialized knowledge/applied learning, quantitative
fluency, communication fluency, critical thinking, personal and social
responsibility, and information literacy. In addition to these campus-wide
student learning outcomes, graduates of this major will be able to:

1. Demonstrate proficiency in utilizing the social work profession's 9
core competencies and 20 practice behaviors through a senior-year
practicum in a social service agency in our community (Specialized
Knowledge/Applied Learning).
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2. Demonstrate the ability to use practice-informed research and
practice the use of the scientific method to develop research-
informed practice in academic assignments and at practicum
(Quantitative Fluency).

3. Demonstrate effective oral and written communication in working
with individuals, families, groups, organizations, communities,
and colleagues through practicum, required classes, and oral
presentations (Communication Fluency).

4. Demonstrate critical thinking to inform and communicate
professional judgments through distinguishing, appraising, and
integrating multiple sources of knowledge; and through analyzing
models of assessment, prevention, intervention, and evaluation
(Critical Thinking),

5. Engage with anti-racism, diversity, equity and inclusion (ADEI)
in social work classes and practicum; Demonstrate ethical and
professional behavior in classes, with peers, and in practicum
by adhering to the NASW Code of Ethics (Personal and Social
responsibility).

6. Demonstrate effective skills in evaluating information and applying
the information to specific purposes; demonstrate ethical use of
social media and technology in the classroom, in assignments, and in
practicum (Information literacy).

Contact Information

Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Houston Hall
970.248.1696

Programs of Study

Bachelors/Minors

+ Social Work (BSW)
+ Social Work (Minor)

Graduate

+ Social Work: Advanced Standing (MSW)
+ Social Work: Foundation (MSW)



https://www.coloradomesa.edu/social-behavioral-sciences/
https://catalog.coloradomesa.edu/areas-study/social-work/social-work-bsw/
https://catalog.coloradomesa.edu/areas-study/social-work/social-work-minor/
https://catalog.coloradomesa.edu/areas-study/social-work/social-work-advanced-standing-msw/
https://catalog.coloradomesa.edu/areas-study/social-work/social-work-foundation-msw/

